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The philosophy of materialism is a school of thought that 
emphasizes that the main reality in life is material. The 

implications of this philosophy for education in Indonesia 
include various aspects, ranging from the curriculum, 

teaching methods, to the purpose of education itself. In an 
education system influenced by materialism, the 

orientation of learning focuses more on pragmatic aspects 
and material outcomes, such as technical skills and 

economic achievement, compared to the development of 
moral and spiritual values. As a result, there is a paradigm 

shift in education that focuses more on utilitarian aspects 
and the reduction of human values. This article will analyse 

the impact of materialism philosophy on education in 
Indonesia and offer a critical perspective to find a balance 

between material and spiritual aspects in the education 
process. 
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1. Introduction 

Philosophy has a fundamental role in shaping the way humans perceive reality, 

including in the realm of education. One of the influential schools of philosophy in the 
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history of thought is materialism. Materialism is an understanding that emphasizes 

material or physical aspects as the only reality that exists, excluding metaphysical or 

spiritual aspects (Rahmawati et al., 2023). In the context of education, the philosophy 

of materialism can have an impact on various aspects, ranging from educational goals, 

and teaching methods, to the curriculum developed in schools. 

In Indonesia, education has a strategic role in shaping the character of the nation 

by the values of Pancasila. However, with globalization and modernization, materialism 

has begun to influence various aspects of life, including education. Education that should 

be oriented towards character development and spirituality has begun to shift towards 

pragmatism and utilitarianism, which focuses on material results alone 

(Tofiqurrohman, 2019). Materialism in education can be seen from the increasing 

orientation towards academic success measured quantitatively, such as test scores and 

school rankings (Rahmawati et al., 2023). Education, which is supposed to be a means 

of forming a whole person, is more focused on achieving technical skills that have high 

economic value. As a result, the moral and ethical aspects of education are often 

neglected. 

In addition, an education system that overemphasizes material aspects often 

creates unhealthy competition among students. Materialism-oriented education tends to 

judge success based on economic achievement and position, rather than on the quality 

of character and social contribution. This has led to a shift in values in society, where a 

person's success is measured more by their financial aspects than their integrity and 

morality (Husna, 2015). The education curriculum in Indonesia has also been influenced 

by the philosophy of materialism. In various educational policies, there is a tendency to 

emphasize cognitive aspects and work skills, while affective and spiritual aspects often 

receive less balanced attention. Curricula that emphasize academic competence and 

work skills make education a tool to achieve economic success. 

On the other hand, the development of technology and information has further 

strengthened the dominance of materialism in education. With technological advances, 

education is increasingly oriented towards effectiveness and efficiency, often at the 

expense of human aspects and noble values in the learning process (Alfiansyah, 2023). 

An education system that focuses too much on mastering technology without being 

balanced with strengthening character can give birth to a generation that is 

intellectually intelligent, but poor in social and spiritual aspects. The implications of the 

materialist philosophy in education can also be seen in the mindset of teachers and 

educators. Education that is too results-oriented often causes teachers to emphasize 

academic achievement rather than shaping student character. Learning models that are 

mechanistic and pay little attention to the psychological and emotional aspects of 

students are a consequence of the dominance of materialist thinking in the world of 

education(Rahman, 2022; Sugianto et al., 2022). 

The philosophy of materialism in education can also have an impact on the lack of 

social awareness among students. When education is only seen as a tool to get jobs and 

wealth, the spirit of cooperation, solidarity, and concern for others is eroded (Alika K et 

al., 2023).This has the potential to produce a generation that is individualistic and lacks 

empathy for their social environment. However, it cannot be denied that the philosophy 
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of materialism also has a positive impact on education. In some aspects, materialism 

encourages the development of more advanced science and technology, so that education 

can be more oriented towards innovation and productivity (Kosat, 2021). However, the 

main challenge is how to balance material progress with spiritual and moral values that 

must still be maintained in the education system. In facing this challenge, a more holistic 

approach to education is needed, which not only emphasizes cognitive aspects and skills 

but also pays attention to affective and spiritual aspects. Value-based education, which 

combines science and moral wisdom, is the main key to overcoming the negative impact 

of materialism in education (Setiadi, 2021). 

The philosophy of materialism has a significant influence on education in 

Indonesia. This influence can be both positive and negative, depending on how the 

education system adopts and balances material and spiritual aspects in the learning 

process. Therefore, further studies on the impact of materialism in education are 

important to ensure that the education system continues to run under the noble values 

of the Indonesian nation. 

2. Methods  

This research uses a qualitative approach with an analytical descriptive method. Data 

were collected through a literature study that included books, scientific journals, and 

relevant education policy documents in the last five years. Data analysis was conducted 

using content analysis techniques to understand the extent of the influence of the 

philosophy of materialism on the education system in Indonesia. 

The research subjects included various literatures that discuss the philosophy of 

materialism, education policy, and the implications of materialism in education. The 

data was categorized based on the main themes, which included the purpose of 

education, teaching methods, curriculum, as well as the impact on students and 

educators. 

To increase the validity of the research, source triangulation was conducted by 

comparing various references from journals, academic books, and related research 

reports. The researcher also conducted a critical analysis of each source to ensure the 

objectivity and accuracy of the data collected. The results of this research are expected 

to provide a comprehensive picture of how the philosophy of materialism affects 

education in Indonesia and offer recommendations for the development of a more 

holistic and balanced education system between material and spiritual aspects. 

3. Results and Discussion  

Our findings showed that are three results of the study on the implications of materialist 

philosophy on education in Indonesia are implications for learning approaches, 

implications for the map of education in Indonesia, and implications for the 2022 

3.1.1. National Education System Bill 

The scientific approach is said to be an implication of the philosophy of materialism. 

This is because scientific learning begins with observing. The stage of observing is the 

main part of the implications of the philosophy of materialism where learning is truly 
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based on the work of the five senses and then on the mind (Malaka, 2022). The 

philosophy of materialism states that matter exists first, and then ideas or thoughts 

arise after witnessing matter. In other words, the philosophy of materialism recognizes 

that substance determines ideas, not the other way around. For example, if someone 

imagines a table and chair because they exist objectively, could that person think of a 

table and chair before forming a table and chair, and that person would imagine a 

material forming them? That is what underlies the materiality of something (Pohan & 

Dafit, 2021). 

The scientific approach leads to students having idealistic abilities, which are not 

only in the cognitive aspect but also in the affective aspect as well. This is different from 

the beliefs of materialism philosophy where idealistic ability is not a benchmark. The 

idealistic state expected by the scientific approach can be found in the philosophy of 

idealism rather than the philosophy of materialism. The philosophy of idealism believes 

that education to humanize humans is in line with the goals and praxis of education. 

According to Suripto (Suripto, 2012)in his research on the philosophy of idealism and 

its implementation in education, idealism emphasizes the importance of the superiority 

of the mind over material things. This leads to the reasoning stage in the scientific 

approach. That the excellence of the mind is prioritized over the material. 

In addition to idealism, the scientific approach also leads to the philosophy of 

paternalism, education that prioritizes the way back to the past, namely restoring the 

values and principles that have become a firm view of life in ancient times. The return 

of these values and principles of life can be done through education (Riyanti, 2019) The 

application of learning with paternalism must also see that the learning we apply in 

modern times is not all relevant to learning in the past. If we still use learning from the 

past, then we must correlate it with the development of the current era so that it remains 

relevant. 

3.1.2. Education in Indonesia Can not Leave Religion Behind 

Indonesia is famous for the various religions adhered to by its citizens, for this reason, 

it is necessary to have religious and religious education that we must introduce to the 

next generation of the nation. However, what happens if religion must be eliminated in 

the circulation of education in Indonesia? In the Education Roadmap 2020-2035 that 

was discussed some time ago, the draft did not mention the phrase religion. This then 

drew a lot of criticism from various circles. It has been explained that the development 

of religious education is the implementation of Government Regulation Number 55 of 

2007 concerning Religious Education and Religious Education (Astawa, 2021). Religious 

and religious education both have equally strong legal powers. Religious schools are 

directly supervised by the Ministry of Religious Affairs, while public schools are directly 

supervised by the Ministry of Education. 

Looking at the phenomena that occur today, many perpetrators of crimes and 

criminal acts are still students. The perpetrators of criminal acts are no longer 

dominated by adults but teenagers have also committed many crimes. Teenage crime is 

no longer at the level of juvenile delinquency, but at the criminal level such as theft, 

sexual abuse, fraud, and even murder. The role of adolescents who are expected by 
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everyone to continue the development and progress of this nation is in fact many who 

commit acts that violate the law (Sitorus et al., 2022; Putra, 2016). Many consider that 

the criminals who come from among teenagers, the religious knowledge taught at school 

is not well absorbed by students. For this reason, religious and religious education in 

institutions must be emphasized. 

Religious education must be presented in educational institutions both formal 

and non-formal. Some reasons that explain the importance of religious and religious 

education must be present in the learning process (Setyowati, 2022; Wahab, 2003), 

namely: Religious education conceptually is a logical consequence of the chosen 

philosophy of education and the form of individual that is aspired to, religious education 

legally is a demand in realizing the 1945 Constitution article 31 paragraph 3, religious 

education in human rights emphasizes that for every student is guaranteed the 

continuity of religious life by several International Conventions so that there is no 

reason at all for every student to be free from religious education, religious education 

must be provided by teachers of the same religion, religious education in schools 

guarantees the transformation of religious values as a whole in the course of religious 

life for each individual. 

3.1.3. Education in Indonesia is Not Fully Influenced by the Philosophy of Materialism 

The philosophy of materialism is one of the ideas in philosophy that states that things 

that can be said to really exist or that are really seen are material. If applied to all aspects 

of education, there will certainly be various pros and cons. The thought of materialism 

philosophy will certainly be difficult to accept if it is used as a foundation in building an 

education in Indonesia (Supriyatno, 2019).  The implication of materialism philosophy 

in education is education that has luxurious facilities to support learning. The more 

luxurious and quality the facilities owned by the institution, the better and better the 

quality of education it produces. The materialism philosophy argues that the success of 

students can be seen from the large fees paid to the education provider institution, and 

the luxury of the facilities provided. 

Materialism is an ideology in philosophy that states that things that can be said 

to truly exist are material (Rahmasari, 2021; Syahrur, 2023). Basically, all things are 

made up of matter and all phenomena are the result of material interactions. Matter is 

the only substance that provides a single explanation of reality. Everything that exists 

is a manifestation of the source, namely matter. In the world of education, the material 

needs of educators also need to be considered by institutions or communities that 

organize education. One of the causes of the low quality of education in Indonesia is the 

low welfare of educators and the low facilities obtained by students, especially in the 

outermost and deepest regions of Indonesia. The elimination of teacher professional 

allowances in the Sisdiknas Bill has the impact of not being included in the 2023 Priority 

National Legislation Program (Prolegnas). This has implications for the characteristics 

of the philosophy of materialism, that everything that exists comes from the source, 

namely material. Education can be better if the government pays attention to educators' 

allowances and provides proper learning facilities. 
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The implication of materialism philosophy on education in the context of the bill 

is about teacher professional allowances. The provision of teacher professional 

allowances, the main objective is to improve the welfare of teachers, improve the quality 

and processionalism. In this case, it is performance and produces dignified teachers. 

Teacher motivation determines the achievement of these goals (Nilwana & Publik, 2015) 

Teacher quality and professionalism must be continuously developed and improved. In 

some cases, the honorarium received by honorary teachers cannot meet the primary 

needs of their families. Thus, it is necessary to provide allowances for other welfare. 

The Sisdiknas Bill does not emphasize the provision of professional allowances for 

teachers, which the law needs to explicitly address as it already does in the 2003 

Sisdiknas Law. 

Another implication of materialism philosophy in the Sisdiknas Bill is about 

facilities. The availability of educational facilities in the form of schools provides an 

opportunity for individuals to obtain services from available facilities as a form of 

fulfilling the need for education (Umasangadji, 2015). The existence of adequate 

facilities in supporting learning will produce higher quality students. Learners can 

explore further and deeper by utilizing the various facilities available at school. From 

there it will certainly change the mindset or way of thinking of students more critically 

and more creatively. 

From the two things above, there are principles of education that are organized 

as a systematic unit. Among them are learner-oriented, upholding the truth, democratic, 

equitable, nondiscriminatory, inclusive, and supporting lifelong learning. None of these 

principles lead to religion, so the Sisdiknas Bill reaped many pros and cons from various 

parties so that it was not included in the 2023 Priority National Legislation Program 

(Prolegnas). Through the teaching of religion, then taught by teachers who are of the 

same religion can make students have faith, devotion, and noble character.  

4. Conclusions  

The philosophy of materialism has a significant impact on the education system in 

Indonesia. Its influence can be seen in the orientation of education that emphasizes 

pragmatic and material aspects, such as job skills, economic achievement, and academic 

success measured by concrete results. As a result, education tends to neglect the 

development of moral, ethical, and spiritual values that are also important in the 

formation of students' character. If not balanced with a more holistic approach, the 

dominance of materialism in education can cause a shift in values that has the potential 

to erode the essence of humanity in the learning process. Therefore, efforts are needed 

to balance material achievement-oriented education with spiritual and moral values to 

produce individuals who are not only intellectually competent, but also have strong 

ethical and social awareness. 
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